OLD   SARUM

Kong, who was always in a hurry, and he soon revealed first-
rate administrative abilities which carried him to the Chancel-
lorship and the Bishopric of Sarum. Roger, who was then one
of the richest and most powerful men in England, rebuilt the
cathedral of Sarum and erected massive strongholds for him-
self at Sarum, Devizes, Sherborne and Malmesbury. His
mistress, Matilda of Ramsbury, held Devizes for him, his son
succeeded him as Chancellor, his nephews held key positions
in Church and State and he himself was made Justiciar by
Stephen. His fall was as spectacular as his rise. Accused of
treason he was arrested by Stephen and forced to accompany
him to the siege of Devizes which Matilda, after a gallant
defence, was obliged to surrender. Roger's possessions were
taken from him and he died shortly afterwards of a broken
heart, aggravated no doubt by old age.

After Bishop Roger's time, Castle and Cathedral were in
different hands and there was much friction between the two.
This, added to certain disadvantages in the situation, including
a shortage of water, led the Dean and Chapter to petition Pope
Honorius that the Cathedral might be removed to the plain.
The clergy complained that the Cathedral * being in a raised
place, the continual gusts of wind make such a noise that the
clerks can hardly hear one another sing and the place is so
.rheumatic by reason of the wind that they very often suffer in
health. . . . The site is without trees and grass and being of
chalk has such a glare that many of the clerks have lost their
sight.' Peter of Blois voiced the heartfelt wish of the clergy :
' Let us in God's name descend into the plain- There are
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